
 

 

 

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS IN ENGLISH AND HOW TO PRONOUNCE THEM 

COMMENT PRONONCER LES PROFESSIONS DE SANTÉ EN ANGLAIS 
1. DOCTORS/MÉDECINS 

 

🇬🇧 In healthcare, medical terms can be long and at first glance difficult to pronounce 

especially when your mother tongue is another. Our professions are no exception and 

can make introductions more stressful than they need be. Do you know how to 

confidently pronounce yours in English? 

Here’s a list of specialist terms and some tips to get the words rolling off your lips. 

🇫🇷 Dans le domaine de la santé, les termes médicaux peuvent être longs et au premier 

regard, difficiles à prononcer, surtout lorsque l’on exerce dans une langue étrangère. Nos 

propres professions ne font pas exception et peuvent rendre les présentations plus 

compliquées qu’elles ne devraient l’être. 

Savez-vous prononcer votre titre professionnel avec assurance, en anglais comme en 

français ? Voici une liste de termes spécialisés, accompagnée de quelques conseils pour 

vous aider à les prononcer correctement : 

• doctor = /ˈdɒk.tər/ ; l’accent porte sur le ‘doc’ et non le tor ; on n’entend pas le ‘r’ à 

la fin de ce mot. 

• surgeon = /ˈsɜː.dʒən/ ; l’accent va sur la première syllabe. 

• -ologist se prononce /ˈɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ ; l’accent va sur O-logist    

• Le G qui commence les mots gynaecologist et gastroenterologist se prononce /‘g/ 

• Par contre, dans les autres cas ci-dessous, le G se prononce /dʒ/ 

•  anaesthetist, cardiothoracic and pathologist : le ‘th’ se prononce /θ/   

                Doctor                                     prononciation IPA                      Médecin 

Medical student  /ˈmed.ɪ.kəl ˈstjuː.dənt/ Étudiant en médecine 

Intern/Junior doctor  /ˈdʒuː.ni.ər ˈdɒk.tər/3 Interne 

(Specialist) registrar  /ˌspeʃ.əl.ɪst ˌredʒ.ɪˈstrɑː/ Chef de clinique 

Consultant  /kənˈsʌl.tənt/ Practicien hospitalier 

Head of department  /ˌhed əv dɪˈpɑːt.mənt/ Chef de service 

Professor  /prəˈfes.ər/ Professeur 

Surgeon  /ˈsɜː.dʒən/ Chirurgien 

Anaesthetist                                /əˈniːs.θə.tɪst/ Aesthétiste 

Cardiologist                                      /kɑː.diˈɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Cardiologue 

Cardiothoracic surgeon  /ˌkɑː.di.əʊ.θəˈræs.ɪk ˈsɜː.dʒən/ Chirurgien cardiaque 

Dermatologist  /ˌdɜː.məˈtɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Dermatologue 

Endocrinologist  /ˌen.dəʊ.krɪˈnɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Endocrinologue 

Ears, nose throat (ENT) 

specialist/surgeon 

 /ˌiː.enˈtiː ˈsɜː.dʒən/ Oto-rhino-

laryngologiste (ORL) 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/doctor
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/registrar
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/consultant
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surgeon
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/anaesthetist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cardiologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cardiothoracic
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/dermatologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/endocrinologist


 

 

 

Forensic pathologist 

 

/fəˌren.zɪk pəˈθɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Médecin légiste 

Gastroenterologist  /ˌɡæs.trəʊˌen.təˈrɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Gastro-entérologue 

General practitioner (GP) 

 

/ˌdʒen.ər.əl prækˈtɪʃ.ən.ər/ 

(ˌdʒiːˈpiː/) 
Médecin généraliste 

Geriatrician  /ˌdʒer.i.əˈtrɪʃ.ən/ Gériatre 

Gynaecologist  /ˌɡaɪ.nəˈkɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Gynécologue 

Haematologist  /ˌhiː.məˈtɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Hématologue 

Immunologist  /ˌɪm.jəˈnɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Immunologiste 

Maxillofacial surgeon  /ˌmæk.sɪ.ləʊˈfeɪ.ʃəl ˈsɜː.dʒən/ Chirurgien 

stomatologue 

Microbiologist  /ˌmaɪ.krəʊ.baɪˈɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Microbiologiste 

Nephrologist / Renal 

physician  

/ˈriː.nəl fɪˈzɪʃ.ən/ Néphrologue 

Neurologist  /njʊəˈrɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Neurologue 

Neurosurgeon  /ˈnjʊə.rəʊˌsɜː.dʒən/ Neurochirurgien 

Obstetrician  /ˌɒb.stəˈtrɪʃ.ən/ Obstétricien 

Occupational health 

physician 

 /ˌɒk.jəˈpeɪ.ʃən.əl helθ 

fɪˈzɪʃ.ən/ 
Médecin de travail 

Oncologist  /ɒŋˈkɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Cancérologue 

Ophthalmologist  /ˌɒf.θælˈmɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Ophthalmologue 

Orthopaedic surgeon  /ˌɔː.θəˈpiː.dɪk ˈsɜː.dʒən/ Orthopédiste 

Paediatrician  /ˌpiː.di.əˈtrɪʃ.ən/ Pédiatre 

Pathologist  /pəˈθɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Anatomopathologiste 

Plastic surgeon  /ˌplæs.tɪk ˈsɜː.dʒən/ Chrirugien plasticien 

Psychiatrist  /saɪˈkaɪ.ə.trɪst/ Psychiatre 

Public health doctor / 

specialist in public health 

 /ˌpʌb.lɪk helθ ˈdɒk.tər/ Médecin de santé 

publique 

Respiratory physician  /rɪˈspɪr.ə.tər.i fɪˈzɪʃ.ən/ Pneumologue 

Radiologist  /ˌreɪ.diˈɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Radiologue 

Rheumatologist  /ˌruː.məˈtɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Rhumatologue 

Stroke physician  /ˈstrəʊk fɪˈzɪʃ.ən/ Médecin rééducateur 

Specialist in emergency 

medicine / casualty doctor 

  Urgentiste 

Specialist in palliative care           /ˈspeʃ.əl.ɪst ɪn ˈpæl.i.ə.tɪv keər/ Spécialiste en soins 

palliatifs 

Specialist in infectious 

diseases 
 /ˈspeʃ.əl.ɪst ɪn ɪnˈfek.ʃəs 

dɪˈziː.zɪz/ 
Spécialiste en maladies 

infectieuses 

Urologist  /jʊəˈrɒl.ə.dʒɪst/ Urologue 

Vascular surgeon  /ˈvæs.kjə.lər ˈsɜː.dʒən/ Chirurgien vasculaire 

 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surgeon
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/nephrologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/forensic
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pathologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/gastroenterologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/practitioner
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/geriatrician
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/gynaecologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/haematologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/maxillofacial
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/microbiologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/physician
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/neurologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/neurosurgeon
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/obstetrician
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/oncologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/ophthalmologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/orthopaedic
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/paediatrician
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pathologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/plastic
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/psychiatrist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/respiratory
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/radiologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/rheumatologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stroke
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/diseases
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/urologist
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vascular

